
    
    







    
        
            
                
                
                    
                    Cherokee Lessons
                    
                
                
                
                    
                    
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Apps
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Audio
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Books
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Courses
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Lessons
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Other
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Stories
                        
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                        Privacy
                        
                    
                    
                    

                    
                    
                        

                        
                            

                        

                    

                    
                

            

        

    








    
    
    





    
        
            
                Syllabary Dictation

            

        

    


    
    
    
        
            
                
                
                

    
        
            
            

    
        
            

    
        
            The Syllabary
            

        
        
            2020-03-22
            
            
                
                Michael Conrad
                
                
            
            
            

    
    

 3 minute read

        

    



            
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                        

                    
                    
The Cherokee syllabary was invented by a single individual named
Sequoyah (ᏍᏏᏉᏯ) to write the Cherokee language in 1819. He is credited
as the only known person in history to create an alphabet from scratch
without knowing how to read or write.

Around 1809, impressed by the “talking leaves” of European written
languages, Sequoyah began work to create a writing system for the
Cherokee language. After attempting to create a character for each
word, Sequoyah realized this would be too difficult and eventually
created characters to represent syllables… He worked on the syllabary
for twelve years before completion… The rapid dissemination of the
syllabary is notable, and by 1824, most Cherokees could read and write
in the newly developed writing system.

In 1828, the ordering of the Syllabary and each letter’s shape were
modified by Cherokee author and editor Elias Boudinot to adapt the
Syllabary to the printing press… for the creation of the “Cherokee
Phoenix (ᏣᎳᎩ ᏧᎴᎯᏌᏅᎯ)”, the first newspaper published in a Native
American language… A digitized, searchable version of the paper is
available through the University of Georgia Libraries and the Digital
Library of Georgia.
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                    Morning Practice

About

Each writing exercise will consist of two parts:

	
Initial writing exercise.

	This brief exercise exists solely to introduce you to the shapes
of these new letters.



	
Full practice exercise.

	This is the exercise through which you will actually learn the
Syllabary.
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                    Evening Practice

Learning the shapes.

This exercise covers “Ꭷ (ka)”, “Ꭸ (ge)”, “Ꭹ (gi)”, “Ꭺ (go)”, “Ꭻ (gu)”,
“Ꭼ (gv)”, and “Ꭽ (ha)”.

Estimated time: 5 minutes.
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Learning the shapes.

This exercise covers “Ꭾ (he)”, “Ꭿ (hi)”, “Ꮀ (ho)”, “Ꮁ (hu)”, “Ꮂ (hv)”,
“Ꮃ (la)”, and “Ꮄ (le)”.
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Learning the shapes.

This exercise covers “Ꮅ (li)”, “Ꮆ (lo)”, “Ꮇ (lu)”, “Ꮈ (lv)”, “Ꮉ (ma)”,
“Ꮊ (me)”, and “Ꮋ (mi)”

Estimated time: 5 minutes.
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